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Workload of women in conventional and organic
farming in the selected agro-climatic zones of
northern Karnataka

B RAJESHWARI DESAI AND P.R. SUMANGALA

SUMMARY : Women play apredominant rolein almost all agricultural operations aswell in organic
farming. Organic farming iswomen oriented as they do most of the operations like cleaning the seeds
for sowing, transplanting, weeding, harvesting, threshing, winnowing and seed preservation. All these
are done with an admirabl e patience and commitment. Hence the present study was conducted with the
objective to study the participation level and delineate the areas of participation of women in organic
and conventional farming. The results revealed that irrespective of the agro- climatic zones, among
both organic and conventional farming practices, the sole participation of women was observed in
performance of value added products. Women dominance was observed among the organic farm
women for seed activities also for harvesting, threshing and processing activities for both organic and
conventional farmwomen. The sole performance of men to dominance of men in the performance of the
activitieswas seen in performance of irrigation and marketing activities. Thework load of organic farm
women with respect to seed activities, sowing, after care operations and threshing and processing
activities was more when compared to conventional farm women and was found to be statistically
significant at one per cent level. The higher involvement of conventional farm women was found with
respect to preparatory tillage activitiesto that of organic farm women and was found to be statistically
significant. The work load of both organic and conventional farming families was almost equal with
respect to irrigation, harvesting, marketing and preparation of value added products.
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